
 
 

Reading at South Hetton Primary School 
 

 

 

Here at South Hetton Primary School, we ensure reading has a high priority from the 

very start. 

Jolly Phonics is taught in Nursery using lots of rhymes and actions to help children re-

member their sounds. Reading traditional tales and well known books from our favourite 

authors, along with books based on the class topic and acting out the story using toys and puppets with our 

story sacks encourage children’s speaking and listening skills. 

 

                                

In Reception through to Year 1 and 2, we teach the letters and sounds of the alphabet through a  

recognised Department of Education phonic scheme called ‘Sounds Write’. 

 

This scheme teaches children how to segment, or separate sounds in words; blend, 

or push sounds together to form words and manipulate sounds ie, how to take 

sounds and put them into words. 

To complement the scheme, children use our Key Stage 1 book scheme, Dandelion 

Readers, which enables children to practise the sounds they are learning. Rigby 

Star readers are also used to enthuse and motivate the children’s love of reading. 

Parent workshops are held in school to support reading at home and reading books are sent home and 

changed regularly. 

 

As children progress, they move onto reading our Ginn Pocket Readers which are levelled by the end of 

year objectives stated in the new National Curriculum. Our small library also holds a range of non-fiction, 

poetry, plays, comics, newspapers and magazine to encourage the children to read a whole range of genres. 

Each class use a quality novel to teach reading and writing from which links to their topic  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Reading lessons take place daily and include skills lessons on to understand new vocabulary, how to    

recognise, derive, conclude and predict using the authors words and clues from the text as well as    

understand the structure of a range of fiction  and non fiction books and how to 

read fluently. 

 

This teaching involves sessions guided by the teacher, independent work  and 

weekly comprehension exercises using text from our class novels, Inference  

Detectives scheme or Rapid Reading books. 

Staff use reading impact record books to monitor and assess ability and the 

next steps each child requires. 

 

Children requiring additional support or those with Special Educational Needs are supported with 1:1 

reading as well as small group additional tuition during afternoons using Tallisman book range,  Rapid 

Reading books or our Comprehension Box cards. A computer based programme called Lexia also 

 supports phonic knowledge and reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 also enjoy logging onto Bug Club and reading books on line. The teacher can check 

progress, assess comprehension skills and nominate books for the children to read in school or 

at home. 

Book days, author visits, parent events and book token treats also allow the children to enjoy 

reading. We celebrate excellent reading with our book lottery every Friday and watch out for 

‘Wow Word Wednesday’ when the whole school are talking about and using new words. 

We are so interested in books, we even put our tents up on the school field and read in our 

sleeping bags! 

 

 


