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Welcome back! The year is flying by and it will not be long before Easter 

is here. We hope everyone is back and ready for an important half 
term. 

 

25 Years Old 
Last Monday saw the 25th anniversary of our school building being officially opened. 
To commemorate this occasion we opened up the school to our community and       
invited them to have some tea and cake. They were able to look at some old pictures 
of the school being built and watch some 90s inspired dance routines choreographed 
by Mrs Dent. Looking back, it shows what a huge difference the new school made in 
1992. Several former staff members joined us to celebrate, including former Head 
Teacher Mrs Firth. We hope the school continues to thrive for the next 25 years. The 

raffle made £46 and the proceeds will go towards a new mural to be painted on the 
wall in the corridor by the glass playground door. Thank you to everyone who came in 
to share our special day.    

Changes to Teaching 
Our school leaders have been working  
closely with our Trust partners to continue to 
develop the way in which lessons are 
planned, taught and marked. There has been 
a huge emphasis on reading lessons in 
school. These reading lessons revolve 
around  children reading a class novel and 
discussing it at length while developing     
specific reading skills. Mrs Watson has been 
working with leaders from both Tudhoe    
Colliery and Dene House to develop these 
sessions. Our next focus will be on SPAG   
lessons (Spelling, punctuation and grammar). 
Mr Smith, our Executive Head Teacher, will 
continue to monitor these improvements and 
governors have been actively involved in the 
observation of teaching and the monitoring 
of books. 

World Book Day 

This year we marked World book day by a 
competition decorating the doors of our 

classrooms in the style of our class novels. 
There was also the reading of classic      

stories and poetry throughout the day and 
sharing of our favourite books. 

 



SAFC Family Learning 
This term’s family learning run by SAFC has been 

highly successful. The focus for this course was on 

good mental health. Both parents and children have 

enjoed learning and playing together. The families will 

be making their trip to the Stadium of Light in the   

coming weeks. 

 

 

Good To be green 
Our behaviour treat this half term was a visit from 

the Zoo Lab. Those children enjoying their treat 

got to meet a number of animals including a rat, a 

giant snail, a snake, a scorpion and a bearded   

dragon. The school council have come up with a 

number of suggestions about what they would like 

next half term as their reward. Suggestions       

include: a disco or party, Easter crafts and an 

Easter egg hunt around the school grounds. 

Safer Internet Day 
Internet safety day was held on 7th        

February as part of our NSPCC internet 
safety week. Assemblies were held,         

including an assembly delivered by Durham 
police. Each class also took part in online 
safety activities and discussions in their 

classrooms. 
 

This is a hugely important issue today. It is 
of vital importance that we teach our      
children to be responsible users of       

technology and understand the dangers 
and  pitfalls. You can find more information 

at the site below 

www.saferinternet.org.uk 

Friends of South Hetton Primary 

This year’s Valentines Disco raised £127. 

There will be a ‘bring chocolate for non-

uniform day’ on Friday 25th March. There 

will be an Easter Coffee afternoon on 

Thursday  30th March which will include 

the children’s Easter hat parade, raffle and 

egg tombola. The summer fayre will take 

place on 7th July. 

Parental Pop ins—Date 
Change 

We have made an alteration in dates 

for our Pop ins due to our residential 

trips. They will now take place on 5th 

and 6th April. After school  

appointments will be booked, as last 

time, using the electronic booking 

system and you will receive a mid-

year report informing you of your 

child’s progress so far this year. 
 

Please Remember 
 Can parent and carers please ensure that 

when children are handed to them at the 

end of the school day, they are playing 

safely and considerately on the yard.  We 

do not allow children to climb trees or 

fences or run around unsupervised during 

the school day and we would appreciate it 

if this expectation was respected whilst 

the gates are open until 9.00pm. We 

would hate anything to happen to our  

children after school hours. 

 

 Dogs are not allowed on the yard. No  

matter how well behaved and friendly a 

dog is, we are unable to take any risks, 

especially with so many children   running 

around. 

 

 The school car park is for staff and     

official visitors only. This applies before 

and after school. We have had a number 

of near misses involving cars coming in and 

out of the car park and this can cause 

blockages on Fredrick Terrace.  

 

 The gates to the car park will be lock  

between 8.30-9.15 am and from 2.30 to 

3.15 pm to ensure the safety of any    

children accessing the entrances at the 

front of the building 

 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated in all of 

these matters! 



 

 

 

 

 

  

School Sport @southhettonpe 

Cross Country 
This term, we have had a number of 
children giving up their Saturday   
mornings to represent the school in 
the three Chester-le-street schools 
cross country meetings. These races 
were tough, especially the final race 
held at Langley Park Primary which 
was a mud bath. Our children           
represented the school with great 
pride and always had a smile on their 
faces - despite the tough conditions at 
times. Well done to all for giving up 
their time to represent school. They all 
deserved the medals they received 
after the last race. A huge thank you 
to all the parents who came along to 
support their children and assisted 
greatly in providing transport to the 
races. Well done to all!  

 Still to Come 
It is at this time of year that the amount 
of school sports increases               
dramatically as the weather improves.  
This half term, football returns and we 
resume our league fixtures. There are 
also 2 league cups and the county cup 
to play for. Our Year 3 and 4          
footballers will also be in action at an 
event held at Soccerena and also in 
the County Cup. Year 1 and 2 will also    
compete at Soccerena in the coming 
weeks (a team to watch out for!) 
Mrs Dent has been working hard with 
classes across school putting together 
dance routines. A couple of classes will 
be taking to the stage to showcase 
their performances at the Dance    
festival. We will also have a dance 
showcase in school. Year 2 will be hoo-
lahooping at the hoopstars festival and 
we will also be taking a team to the 
basketball  compeition after some 
preparation from the SSP’s Mrs Hall. 
The summer will bring all kinds of      
opportunities in cricket, athletics, girls 
football, mountain biking, tennis and 
Rugby League to name but a few. 

Boccia 
This year we took two boccia teams to 

the festival held at Wellfield school. 
Both teams won two and lost one match 

in their groups and both finished in 
third place. The children enjoy this   

Paralympic sport greatly. Well done to 
all involved 

Swimming Gala 
Our Swimming teams put in an           
excellent performance at the Gala this 
term. In the KS2 gala there were some 
fine individual performances from our 
swimmers. This resulted in a final     
position of 8th out of the 17 schools 
represented. This is a great effort 
considering they were up against large 
schools and schools with easy access 
to swimming pools. 
In the KS 1 event our boys and girls had 
a great time splashing around in the 
small pool. Their races included a   
woggle race! They finished an           
excellent 6th.  

Clubs 
We have had  a number of great clubs 
last half term, including Archery,     
Gymnastics, Get up and glow, Football 
and KS1 Games 
This half term we have a huge number 
of clubs on offer. Tennis (for years 2-
4), Gymnastics, Cricket, American 
Football and  KS1 Games. In addition to 
this, we have Fit Blast which is a HIIT 
style fitness class trialled by Year 5 
and now open to KS2. Peterlee Pumas 
will also be providing a club for Rugby 
League aimed at year 3 and 4 children        
specifically. 

For more information about sports clubs in and around our community please  
contact Mr Ruddick. We are developing links with a whole range of local clubs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Do You Think?  

In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school.  Do you have any suggestions?  Is there anything 

we could do better?  What are we doing well?  Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box below, 

cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!) 

School Website! 
Our website is updated weekly with letters and other important school information. Find us 

at: 

www.southhetton.durham.sch.uk  

 

 

School Grounds 
Summer Hours 

Our yard is now open until 9pm 
for the Summer months. Please 

ask your child to respect our 
grounds if any of them come to 

play. 

 

FUN TO COOK  
Our school dinner providers Taylor Shaw have 
been running some ‘Fun to Cook’ sessions in 
school. They have been working with a small 

group to develop cookery skills. They have also 
worked with the school council this term to select 

a menu for a fun day. 

The improving weather also means it is 
the time of year for our school trips. 

Year 1 and 2 will once again be visiting 
Bamburgh from 3rd to 4th April. 

Year 3 will make the trip to Robinwood 
at Alston for outward bound activities 
from 27th to 29th March and straight 

after Easter, Year 4 will again be taking 
part in the Trust trip to Kingswood at 
Hexham for outward bound activities 

from 24th to 26th April. Years 5 are        
finalising details of their trip to Helmsley 
and Year 6 have booked a trip to London 

from 14th –16th June. 

Clubs, Clubs and More Clubs! 
In addition to all the sporting clubs we 

offer this term we will also be        
offering Photography, Phonics,      

Science, Maths and Drama clubs. 
Surely there is a club there for    

everyone? 

NSPCC Number Day 
Number Day was a huge success. The 
children all came into school wearing 

numbered clothing, played              
mathematical games and solved         

investigations and puzzles. They even 
had a session of Bingo!. Thank you to 

Mrs Hill for organising the activities as 

we raised £100 for the NSPCC. 

Family Nurturing 
We have been hosting courses in baby 

massage and Family Nurturing run 
through  Easington Children’s centre. 
They have been a huge success so 

watch out for future courses. 

Red Nose Day 2017 
24th March 

In support of Red Nose day we will holding 
a Non-uniform day. As a school we will 

complete a 5 hour danceathon and also 
hold our penny trail. As usual, it should be a 

really fun day raising money for a great 
cause.. 


