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COVID-19 SPECIAL EDITION 
We hope that everyone is keeping safe while staying at home during this unprecedented pandemic. We have    
remained open for the children of key workers and we would like to thank them for everything they are doing in 
the fight against Covid-19. The staff are working in school on a rota and when not in school, they will be working 
from home. We also plan to be open for key worker children throughout the Easter break.  
For those children working at home, we have produced a menu of activities for the children to complete at home. 
Children should attempt one of these a day and can email photos of their work to their teachers. There will also 
be online learning through Bug Club, Purple Mash and Times Tables Rock Stars. They can access maths work 
through White Rose online. Keep an eye out on our twitter feed and on the school website for links to sites and 
activities that you could find useful. Don’t hesitate to email your child’s teacher with any questions. 

Free School Meals 
School offers a packed lunch to any child      
currently eligible for free school meals. Please 
phone to order the packed lunch by 9.30 am  
daily and collect at 12.00pm. Food vouchers are 
not currently being given to families as school is 
able to offer the governments first choice of a 
meal. This will be reviewed after the Easter  
holidays 

Staying in touch 
During these testing times it is so important to stay in 
contact with each other. Why not share some of the 
things you have been doing with your teacher. We will 
then share some of them on our school website and 
twitter accounts. 

White Rose Maths 
The White Rose maths site has all the work we 
should be covering at the moment. There are daily 
lessons to follow. A video to explain and then      
questions with  answers to work through on paper (no 
need to print these off– just follow instructions  on 
screen). They are just like the type of questions the 
children would be working on in class. 

 

www.whiterosemaths.com 

Keep on Reading/Bug Club 
This is the perfect time to pick up a book and read. You 
can even read a book you have already enjoyed in the 
past. Don’t forget to record what your child has read in 
their reading record.  It might not even be a book. It 
could be a magazine or something online. 
 
We have set up Bug Club and Phonics bug log ins for all       
children. This will give them access to a huge range of 
online books with linked comprehensions. We would like 
the children to use this regularly. Teachers will be able 
to see which books are being read and which questions 
have been answered.  
 
To log in, visit the website below and log in using the 
school code QSCT 
 
The children’s password are the first 4 letters of their 
first name and the first 4 letters of their surname. 
So Peter Ruddick will be peterudd. If their name only 
has 3 letters, then it will just be those three letters so 
Joe Smith will be joesmit. Password for all is blue20. 
 
The children can earn coins by reading books and      
answering questions which allows them to access games 
and personalise their learning space.  Any issues logging 
on then please contact your child's teacher  
 

www.activelearnprimary.co.uk 

Covid-19 Diary 
Children could keep a diary of the things they do 
during the time they are not in school. Include what 
they miss doing? Who do they miss seeing? and how 
are they feeling? What are they looking  forward to 
doing in the  future? 
 
This is an historic time. Imagine your child being 
able to share this diary with their grandchildren in 
the future! What a great opportunity to record   
history. 

Mental Health and Well Being 
During these times, children may be struggling to cope away from their friends and family. They may struggle 
with the loss of routine and worry about the situation in general. Feel free to contact your child ’s teacher for 
help or ask school for a mental wellbeing pack that can be emailed out to you or collected from the school     
office. 



Safeguarding 
Keeping our children safe is of the highest          
importance. If you have any issues or concerns, 
please contact one of our safeguarding leads. 
These are Mrs Griffiths, Mr Ruddick or Mrs   
Thompson.  Alternatively, contact any member of 
staff who are fully trained and will pass on any 
concerns using the appropriate procedure. 

World Book Day 
This world book day we decided to make our    
favourite book characters from potatoes. There 
were some amazing designs! Some of us also got 
dressed up as some of our much loved characters. 

School Trips Cancelled 
All of our school residential trips (apart from re-
scheduled Robinwood date and original London 
date ) have been cancelled. More information 
about refunds will be sent out to parents soon. 
 
We did manage a number of trips last half term 
before the school closures. Y2 visited the historic 
Hartlepool Quay while Y3 visited Jarrow Hall . In the 
last week, Y1 went to Penshaw Monument after the 
original trip to the Winter Gardens closed at the 
last minute.  
We believe that trips are of vital importance to 
your child’s learning. We will make sure that once 
this national crisis is over that we get back out into 
the local area. 

Science Fair 
On the last day before school closed we held our     
Science Fair. Each class presented their investigation 
in the fair and children across school had the          
opportunity to demonstrate their experiments and  
investigations. There were some fantastic efforts and 
the children were able to talk very confidently about 
the science. Mrs Hill had some fantastic prizes which 
were awarded to our winners. Well done to  everyone 
and thank you to our special guest judges. 
 

Sport Relief 
We raised £119.65 for Sport relief this year. All the       
children wore sporty kit for the day and we had a   
penalty shoot out. The children had to try to beat 
‘Jack the Cat’. The class with the highest percentage 
of successful penalties won a prize. Even the teachers 
had a go. 

Refunds on Parent Pay 
As many school residentials have now been       
cancelled,  we are working hard to confirm how 
parents will be refunded payments. There are one 
or two issues with this currently and staff are 
working hard to resolve these. Don’t worry though 
all monies wil be refunded in full.  



 
 
 
 
 
  

School Sport @southhettonpe 

Football 
Before the school closures and suspension of 
all school football by the ESFA, we managed to 
complete our league season. Built upon a solid 
defence and an outstanding goalkeeper, we 
finished in 5th place. The Todd cup has been      
postponed until later in the season. The same 
has happened  with the Girls County Cup, Girls 
League and Y4 County Cup.  
We did manage to play in our SSP competitions 
at Soccerena. The Y3/4 teams played well with 
some great individual performances. In the 
Y1/2 competition, the team won their group with 
a thrilling win against Ribbon. They sadly lost in 
the semi finals to the eventual winners. In the 
third place play off, they won once again to 
finish third. 
 

Year 2 Hoopstars 
Festival  

We attended the Hoopstar Hoola Hoop Festvial 
at East Durham College with 20 of our Y2     
children. They had a great time learning some 
new skills and some children even got a 
chance to show off their skills at the very 
front. 

Dance 
Our classes all put in lots of effort to produce 
some amazing dances. We held a dance     
showcase where they showed the rest of the 
school their handy work. Sadly, the dance 

festvial , which Reception were due to attend, 
was cancelled just before school closed. 

After School Clubs 
This term, after-school clubs have been very 
popular. Our girls and boys football was was 
well attended as was basketball, fitblast and 
rhythmic gumnastics. Hopefully we will get back 
in time to enjoy some summer clubs in the sun. 

Keeping Active at Home 
This year, We have been aiming for 30 active 
minutes a day in school and 60 active minutes 
in total every day including outside of school. 
With the current lock down, this could prove 
very tricky. There are many opportunities to 
get active out there at the  moment. 
 
Some of these include: 
 
Joe Wicks work outs - 9am every day on his 
Youtube channel. 
 
Oti Mabuse dance classes - 11.30 every day 
on her Youtube channel. 
 
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers 
 
There are also lots of social media pages           
promoting daily challenges. 
 
Search for Durham Cricket Board Grass-
roots, Chance to Shine or follow Gateshead 
SSP. 
 
Feel free to send us some videos of you  
staying active! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What Do You Think?  

In each Newsletter we ask for parents’ views about our school.  Do you have any suggestions?  Is there anything 

we could do better?  What are we doing well?  Any general comments? Just pop your comment into the box below, 

cut across the line and send it into the school. (Only include your name if you would like to!) 

School Website! 
Our website is updated weekly with letters and other important school information. Find us at: 

www.southhetton.durham.sch.uk  

 

 

Y5 Transition Visits 
Our Y5 children had a number of visits to our   
local secondary schools this term. One small group 
had an amazing time at Easington Academy for 
their Science Fair. They had a fantastic time and 
were assisted by a number of our former pupils 
with the activities. 
Another group of mathematicians attended the 
Academy at Shotton Hall for pi (π) day and learnt 
all about the number and how it is used. 

Key Websites 
 
www.whiterosemaths.co.uk 
www.activelearnprimary.co.uk 
www.purplemash.co.uk 
www.ttrockstars.com 

 

Useful Websites 
 
www.mathplayground.com 
www.topmarks.co.uk 
www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk 
www.twinkl.co.uk  
(use code PARENTSTWINKLHELPS) 
www.languageangels.com 
www.spellingframe.co.uk 
 
Author Adam Bushnell is delivering live stories 
on his you tube channel every day at 2.30pm 
 
The BBC will also be starting lessons for all 
age groups starting after Easter. 

Communication 

Please remember that we will no longer be 
sending text messages to parents. Please sign 
up for the expressions app. This will allow you 
to receive messages and access letters etc. 
Please ensure the office have your current 
phone numbers (email addresses can also be 
used). 
We are on twitter @southhettonpe and there 
is a twitter feed on the school website where 
you can see regular updates from school. Let 
us know any ways we can improve                
communication further. 

Rainforest Survival Day 
Rather than go out on a trip, Y5 had a visit from 
Rob who gave us a rainforest survival day. We were 
outside all day learning how we would survive if we 
crashed into the rainforest. We learned about the 
importance of fire and discovered lots of ways to 
make fire, we built filters to filter water to drink, 
we ate some bush tucker, built a shelter and tried 
out a hammock. It was a great practical learning 
experience.  


