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Lockdown Learning! 
 

We are all very happy to see the back of 2020. It has not been the best start to 2021 but we hope that 
brighter days are around the corner and it will bring a return to normality. Regardless, we will try to make 
learning fun and exciting as possible while keeping both staff and children safe. 
 

Home Learning 
Remote learning has been put quickly into place   
using See Saw. All parents should now have log ins 
and information about how to access work and      
upload completed work to teachers. If you have any 
issues concerning See Saw then please contact your 
child's class teacher. 
Staff are keen to have weekly Zoom meetings with 
their class so children can chat and keep in touch with 
friends during this lockdown. Parents will be asked 
to read the Zoom agreement and given a link from 
the class teacher to join the meeting.  

Spelling Frame And 
Times Table Rockstars 

Spelling Frame was proving to be highly successful 
in helping to learn spellings in class. Ask your class 
teacher if you don’t know your child’s log in. Times 
table Rock Stars is also an excellent way to learn 
times tables and regular battles between classes 
are being set. 

Rapid Lateral Flow Tests 
For School Staff 

 
All staff, who are in school, are now self testing at home 
twice a week using lateral flow tests. This will hopefully 
help to pick up any potential cases of Covid 19 quickly, 
as well as any staff who may be asymptomatic.       
Hopefully this will provide peace of mind for both staff 
and  parents during such difficult times. 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
Huge thanks to everyone who contributed to our   
amazing Reverse Advent Calendar. Once again, the   
generosity of our school community was amazing. All 
the donations have been greatly received by the East 
Durham Trust. 

Fundraising 
Covid 19 has not stopped us helping our usual    
charities. Children in Need raised £176 and include 
a virtual duck race. We also raised £115.13 for 
Save the Children during our Christmas Jumper 
Day. Thank you everyone for their support espe-
cially this year when money may be tight!   

OFSTED 
In early December, we received a virtual visit 
from Ofsted. They wanted to know how the 
school had been coping with Covid 19 and the 
measures we had put in place to catch up on 
any missed learning. A report has now been 
published and is available to view on the Ofsted 
website 

Flu Nasal Spray 
Last term many children received their flu nasal 
sprays in school. These were delivered by  a team 
of community nurses. 

SEND Support 
Any children on the SEND register have been 
allocated a Teaching Assistant to provide      
activities to work towards the targets on the 
child’s support plan during lock down. These  
activities may be assigned on See Saw or be in 
paper pack form. 



Christmas Fun at South Hetton  
As a school, we made a conscious decision that we wanted to give our children some special experiences this 
Christmas. We felt this was especially important after the year we have had and the fact that many other 
events would be cancelled. We started with our enchanted garden. A winter wonderland was created complete 
with a snow machine and a visit from Dalton the reindeer. On our Polar Express Day, all the children and staff 
came to school in their pyjamas. They visited the amazing Polar Express in the hall (created by Mr Quin) and had 
a treasure hunt to win their hot chocolate. They watched the film and all received a bell from Santa’s Sleigh. 
Christmas parties all took place in bubbles, Reception performed their nativity and a video of the performance 
was produced. All classes sang Christmas songs and musical performances were all made into another fantastic 
video production! Huge thanks go to all the staff for going above and beyond to make this Christmas special. 
Special thanks to Mr Quin for his building skills, Mrs Thompson for coordinating events and Miss Halliday, Mrs 
Hill and Mr Ruddick for video productions! All video are available on the school website! 



 
 
 
 
 
  

School Sport @southhettonpe 

Cross Country 
This term our Cross Country results came in 
and what a performance it was! 
Our Year 1/2 team were again the pick of the 
bunch. Both both boys and girls team finished in 
second place. There were top individual            
performances from Maddison who finished 
second and Jed who finished first overall.  
Our Year 3/4 girls team finished third overall, 
as did our year 5/6 girls team. Zuzanna was the 
top runner in the 5/6 girls event and Gracie  
finished fifth. Another great performace was 
produced by Sean in Year 6 who finished forth.  
It is unfortunate that we will probably miss out 
on any other Cross Country Events this year. 
The likelihood is that the Chester-le-Street   
races will not take place. 

Gymnastics 
As part of our PE lessons in school, we were  
developing routines in Key Step Gymnastics. 
Each class had a floor routine to learn. We 
hoped that SSP staff woulld be able to come 
into school to judge our performances. Our 
scores could then be compared to other 
schools. Due to lockdown this hasn't happned 
but we may still be able to compete in Summer. 

For more information about sports clubs in and around our community please  
contact Mr Ruddick. We are developing links with a whole range of local clubs. 

Athletics 
Our Athetics results also arrived and blew us 
away. Our teams competed with their bubbles 
on our own field with SSP staff taking times 
and measurements.   

Our Year1/2 team won both the boys and girls  
competition and therefore finished first   
overall. Indiviudal performances were     
amazing.     Maddison was second in the long 
jump and long run, Krya was third in the sprint 
and Jed was  second in the long run. 
Our Year 3/4 team also finished in third place 
overall. Ivy did brilliantly and was second in the 
sprint.  
Our Year 5/6 team were also third overall, with 

the boys finishing first. Ryan was second in the 
sprint and Charlie B was third in the long run. 
Leona was second in the sprint. 
This superb effort bodes very well for the 
summer when hopefully we will be able to   
compete in a more traditional manner. 

Spring  
Virtual Competitions 

As we are back in lock down, SSP events are 
back fully online. We are inviting KS2 children to 

send in their scores for Sports Hall Athletics 
events and also inviting entries from across the 
school for dance/cheerleading.  
A boccia team will be picked from key worker 
children as they complete skill challenges for 
points. 
 
In addition to these events there are also the 
weekly virtual challenges that are uploaded on 
See Saw each week. We have started very well 

in those competitions and are first in the KS1 
and EYFS competition and third in the KS2           
competition. There is also the ‘Beat the     
Teacher Challenge’ where you need to beat the 
score of a SSP staff member. 

Walk to School Campaign 
Children right across school have been         

receiving walk to school badges each month as 
a reward for walking to school. The boys and 
girls have loved receiving them and have been 
wearing them proudly on their uniform. 
Walking to school is an easy way to contribute 
towards 60 active minutes each day. It is also 
helps our local environment by reducing traffic 
levels and pollution in our community. Keep it up 
once we return to school fully! 

Virtual Dance Lessons 
The virtual dance lessons with Sophie from the 

SSP on Zoom are back in their regular slot of 
10 am on Wednesdays. Keep an eye out for 
the link which will be emailed out each week. 
They are fun, active session and you might 
spot some of your friends enjoying the dance 
too. 

Keeping Active 
We hope that our children are still keeping   

active - even in lockdown. There is a list of   
activities that you can use to help stay active 
on the school webiste .  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Website! 
Our website is updated weekly with letters 

and other important school information. 

Find us at: 

www.southhetton.durham.sch.uk  

 

 

Anti– Bullying Week 
All our children took part in anti bullying week with 
a number of lessons and assemblies. The work 
from these lessons has now been placed on display 
in the school hall. All children were encouraged to 
also carry out a random act of kindness. These 
could then be posted on See Saw. There were 
some great examples from foot rubs to making a 
cup of tea. 

Behaviour Treat 
The behaviour treat this year was our online panto. 
Each class had their panto on the morning of their 
Christmas party. The online version of Cinderella 
was excellent and all the children enjoyed getting 
involved in true panto style. 

Attendance 
 
Our attendance in Autumn term was excellent. With 
our bubbles in place and extensive handwashing, it 
shows how these measures have also prevented the 
transmission of the usual winter bugs 
 
Nursery  92.97% 
Reception  97.16% 
Year 1   97.62% 
Year 2   95.85% 
Year 3   98.33% 
Year 4   98.82% 
Year 5   96.81% 
Year 6   97.51% 

NSPCC 
We were unable to have our annual visit from the 
NSPCC to speak to the children about feeling safe 
and what they can do if they don’t. Instead, we 
took part in an online assembly hosted by Ant and 
Dec - which was great. 

Santa Paws 
Our Santa Paws initiative to provide food and toys 
for animals at the RSPCA was also very well      
supported by our school community. Thank you to 
everyone for your support. The children also     
designed posters for the Santa Paws competition. 
Nathan in year 6 won a sweet hamper for his     
effort. 
 

 

Baby News 
Mrs McHugh has now left school to have her baby 
- which is due in March. Mrs Davison, who has 
worked in school before, will have reception class 
until she returns at the end of the year. Miss    
Hilton is also expecting her first baby in July.  
Congratulations! 

Lap Tops 

We will very shortly have a batch of new lap tops 
supplied by the government. We have already been 
able to loan some of our existing lap tops to     
children to allow them to access online learning. 
This is still an option for any families who are 
struggling to access See Saw and other online 
sites—please get in touch. 

NURSERY PLACES 
 

We still have spaces in our Nursery. If anyone 
knows someone looking for a place then please ask 

them to get in touch with the school office. 

Parliament Week 
Parliament week once again took place to   
coincide with the 5th November and the        
anniversary of the gunpowder plot. Each class 
studied a different area from the Magna 
Carter to suffragettes and Oliver Cromwell. 

Safeguarding 
Keeping our children safe is of the highest           
importance. If you have any issues or          
concerns, please approach one of our      
safeguarding leads. These are Mrs Griffiths, 
Mr Ruddick or Mrs   Thompson.  Alternatively, 
speak to any member of staff (who are fully 
trained) and will pass on any    concerns using 
the appropriate procedure. School Meal 

Vouchers 
Once again, the government have issued vouchers 
for those children entitled to free school meals 
whilst we are closed. Mrs Britton will take any  
enquiries that you have or any problems         
downloading the vouchers. 


